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Hate Messages Reach New Heights

The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey

Students take part in a rally held in front of the Student Center.
Ratanjot Rekhi
News Editor

Hateful and derogatory
messages targeting African- American women were
found on the door and walls
of a suite in Mills Hall, located in the upper Machuga Complex of the Heights.
The incident was reported
at 10:33 p.m. by a student
staff member of residential education and services,
according to sources. The

hateful messages came just
hours after a peaceful day
of unity was held on campus in support of the LGBT
community.
Lt. Kieran Barret reports, “We met and provided campus resources to
the victims in this case of
criminal mischief and bias
intimidation.”
“In addition, the bias response task force has been
alerted for a comprehensive victim and community

response to the incident,” he
said.
Since the initial report,
police have been working
on the hour investigating
this crime, working with the
Passaic County prosecutors
office.
Students have reacted
with clear vehemence and
disgust, feeling unsafe and
rattled from this second incident.
“I think its really scary
how someone could, you

A Rally for Unity
The Campus Community Comes Together

know, threaten a community like the black community, especially after
the whole LGBT thing
was so huge,” said student
Chesnie Cain. “It’s just,
are they doing it for attention? Is it really a threat? I
don’t know how to feel. It's
very unsettling.”
When the instance occurred, pictures of the door
immediately surfaced on
the web. African-American
students expressed their

frustration at the situation
and planned a rally at 3:00
p.m. on Wednesday and
declared that they would
wear all black to represent
the message that "black is
beautiful."
“I would just like to say
that what happened last
night will not be accepted
at Montclair State University,” said Dontae Booth,
organizer and speaking
representative at the rally
Heights Continued on Page 7

MSU Community
Meets Hate with Hope

The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey

Student Veronica Furman singing a message for change.
Students peacefully rally together, demanding change and speaking love.
Catherine Baxter
Assistant News Editor

Hundreds of students and
faculty members gathered
outside of the Student Center on Tuesday afternoon to
help support the LGBT community against the threats
they have received over the

The Montclarion | Catherine Baxter

Haylee Lenkey
Assistant News Editor

past couple weeks.
A sea of purple transformed the quad, since everyone was asked to wear
the color that represents
unity and equality. Many
students proudly carried
signs that varied from “I’m
a little bi-furious!” to “Man-

on-man is cool-on-awesome.” Red Hawks from all
over the community gathered in the quad to show
their support in the Rally
for Unity.
Students who stood in
support of the LGBT comRally Continued on Page 6

The discovery of the hateful graffiti messages found
on Jan. 26 was met with a
sharp inhale felt campuswide, yet what result was
a whirlwind exhale of love,
organization, unity and justice. Shirts were ordered,
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signs were scrawled, events
were planned and in less
than a week, the Montclair
State University community showed those mired in
hate that this is a campus
not to be trifled with.
At the inception of this
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Broadcasting Department Shows Student Unity
Students Create a Spontaneous and Informative Reaction Piece
Ethan Fria
Staff Writer

One of the most-discussed subjects the past few days has been regarding the racial and homophobic
slurs, which prompted Tuesday's
rally. “Hate Is Not an MSU Value”
flyers, posters, banners and petitions have been circulating around
campus since the act of intolerance.
This week, the University has
unified against the crimes in a
flurry of proactive movements. The
rally held on Tuesday coincided
with a major broadcast from the
school's DuMont building.
Following a letter from President Susan Cole, the broadcasting

department quickly mobilized and
formulated an idea of what they
were going to put together as a response.
In a matter of days, David Sanders, a professor in the broadcasting
department, lead the hard-working
staff at the broadcasting center to
produce a touching, inspirational
and concise message that reached
out towards the entire university.
Whoever has access to the Internet
now has access to the webcast.
The broadcast depicted the feelings of the student community.
Members of various organizations
on the campus, including lead figures from religious groups on campus, heads of the LGBT group,

editors of the Montclarion, and vice
president Karen Pennington, who
spoke out against the injustice,
were interviewed.
“We definitely wanted to have a
versatile group, not just one area
covered. We wanted to have students who are a part of the actual
LGBT community, especially their
leaders,” said Juliette Fernandez,
a senior broadcasting major and cohost of the broadcast.
The unity at the school this week
was captured in the atmosphere
and attitudes of the staff. “Our department responded very quickly.
Everyone responded with ‘I’m on
board. What do you need from me?’”
Fernandez said, “We are a team. We

can’t do any of this alone. We need
each other. It always goes back to
that. We are one;” a fitting answer
in light of the events. This is the
same theme that our campus has
adopted.
Ending with the trenchant “Lean
On Me,” the web broadcast echoed
what was in our hearts after the
threats took place. Both the rally
and the broadcast prove that in the
face of a threat to our school's community, we will respond with arduous unification, a rallying cry of
strength and a defiance of hatred
Make sure to check back at themontclarion.org for a link to the
broadcast.

This presentation was an online broadcast. Other broadcasts last
semester covered events, such as the 10th anniversary of Sept. 11.
The hour-long anti-bullying special was compiled with only one
week of pre-production.
The idea was sparked by student reactions on campus to the events
that occurred during the past few weeks.
All content for the show, including guests who were gathered
specially for this event, were made possible by students' efforts.

Students Speak Out at B.O.T Meeting
Lindsay Rassman
Staff Writer

“Please pardon the interruption”
was the line students used to interrupt the Board of Trustees meeting that took place on campus last
Thursday.
The Board of Trustees meeting turned controversial when a
handful of students started to “mic
check” the members of the board
by taking words spoken by SPECTRUMS president, Alan Akins, and
repeating them in unison. A video
of the protest, posted to YouTube
by MontclairStateSDS, has gained
almost 2,000 views in less than a
week.
According to President Susan
Cole, “When very few students sitting in the audience began to make
noise toward the end of the meeting, one of the student trustees was
actually addressing the Board.” The
meeting was silenced for the first
few lines of the communiqué. However, the student representative,
Jon Aronoff, was told to continue
speaking by Cole, despite the protest. “The rest of the Board wanted
to hear what the student had to say
and the student wanted to finish
his comments, so there was no reason to stop,” said Cole.
It became so difficult to distinguish
Aronoff ’s address to the board from
the students yelling in the crowd
that “[he] just spoke more loudly so
he could be heard over the noise.”
Cole also added that “there was a
little irony in the few students in
the audience shouting down a student who had every right to speak
and who was, in fact, speaking.”
Neither the Board nor the students waivered until the end of the

meeting, when Board members got
up and left without acknowledging
students or their message. Aronoff
was the only member to speak to
students and offer his services as a
student representative.
“The fact that they disregarded
what they had to say shows that
students don’t have a voice,” junior
Kiani Naranjo said.
According to a press release from
SDS, “the mic check action was the
result of several incidents involving
the administration's disregard for
students.”
One such incident involved students sending numerous letters petitioning for the right to be heard at
public meetings. The petitions sent
to Cole and other board members
stated, “Although the student trustees can relay the information from
the students to the board, there is
no dialogue happening between the
public and the board members at
the meetings.”
This is not the first protest to
happen during a Board of Trustees
meeting. In December, students
protested by taping dollar bills over
their mouths for the entirety of the
meeting. “I’ve only received positive
feedback from professors and students. Even students who were opposed to mic checking initially said
they would consider joining us next
time,” student Lisa Grab said.
Cole said that it has been the
procedure of the Board not to take
audience comments for decades.
However, Cole said, “The Board accepts and reviews all written comments from anyone who wishes to
communicate with it. At each meeting, the Board Chair always makes
note of all the correspondence the
Board has received so anyone in the

public can know."
Indeed, Cole acknowledged their
petitions. At the beginning of the
meeting, they were brought up; she
dismissed them as postcards. Cole
said, “The primary purpose of the
public session of the Board is to assure that any interested person can
know immediately what decisions
the Board has made. The Board
takes all actions in public so that
there are never any secret actions.”
While students were protesting for
the right to be heard, Cole argues
that students are heard at Board
meetings. “Two students are elected
to sit on the University’s Board of
Trustees and the Student Trustees
sit on Board committees and are
free to speak at the public meetings.” Cole added, “The president of
the Student Government Association has the opportunity to address
the Board of Trustees twice each
year, in October and February.”
The communiqué cited Rutgers
University, saying, “Students are
not allowed to speak at these public
meetings. Students are allowed to
speak at Rutgers meetings.” However, this isn’t exactly the case.
While Rutgers students do have
the right to speak at public meetings, there are guidelines that
dictate what can be said. Rutgers
policy states, “While public participation at Board meetings is not required under the Open Public Meetings Act, it is the Board’s customary
practice to allow such participation
with respect to specific, agenda action items.”
Rutgers students are not only
limited to addressing items on the
agenda, but are also required to notify the university secretary at least
24 hours in advance.

Additionally, “Presentations shall
be subject to reasonable time limits.
Speakers who are recognized by the
Chair will normally be permitted
to speak for three minutes […] Due
to time constraints, ordinarily the
number of such speakers at any one
meeting will be limited to five.”
Cole says there are numerous
ways that students can make their
views known on campus. “Students
sit on a wide range of university
committees that address all kinds
of issues, from safety, to academic
issues, to food on campus. Students
have access at all times to the office of the dean of students that has
a whole staff prepared to hear student suggestions and concerns and
to work with students to address
those matters.”
“We encourage any student that
have any ideas or problems on how
to improve the university to contact
the SGA, Alex or me,” student representative Jon Aronoff said.
The student government, student
representatives, students in the university senate and students in positions of leadership around campus
all have opportunities to be heard
by the administration and other
university officers. Cole affirms
that the Board of Trustees “does not
manage the university.” Furthermore, “The most appropriate and
most effective places for students to
make their views known is within
the organizational structures provided within the university for just
that purpose.”

4 News
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Health Center Now Open on Weekends
Students Now Able to Seek Medical Aid Whenever it is Needed on Campus
Mike Conforti
Staff Writer

The University Health Center has
been added to the list of weekend
activities and services offered at the
university. As administrators continue to implement policies geared
toward encouraging students to remain on campus on weekends, they
have expanded their efforts into
health services. Beginning Feb. 18,
students can utilize the UHC, located in Blanton Hall, on Saturdays
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Preliminary discussion on the issue began last semester. With the
opening of the Heights, along with
last semester’s need to temporarily
keep Webster Hall open to remedy
an overflow of students into oncampus housing, it has become apparent that the university is feeling
a quick rise in the residential community.
In an effort to curtail students
from packing up on the weekends,
the university had looked into offering health services, in conjunction
with various other services, to promote a campus-friendly environment.
Integral in the effort to push this
idea forward, the chair of the student affairs committee of the SGA,
Casey Coleman, along with the SGA
Executive Board, informed the administration that students wanted
the UHC open on Saturdays.
“I love this school and I want, with
all my well-being, to improve it for
everyone,” Coleman said. He further noted that safety and wellness
were motivating factors as well.
“Personally, I’m here every weekend, so I’m trying to brush off the
commuter school feeling. It’s a major inconvenience to not be open on
weekends.”

The issue of staff members available to offer the services necessary
to the student population became
the next issue addressed. Dr. Karen Pennington, vice president for
student development and campus
life, was one of the administrators

Increases in the residential population have readjusted the lens
through which SGA members were
looking when addressing student
concerns.
Donna Barry, director of UHC,
worked diligently alongside SGA

The Montclarion | Joey Cohen

Students will no longer have to find off campus medical help on the weekends

who tackled this issue. “Current
staff will adjust their hours during
the week,” she said.
In the past, students who needed
weekend medical care were forced
to look off-campus for that aid. “Students who need medical assistance
on the weekend will be able to seek
help here on campus, rather than
at an off-campus site or emergency
room,” Pennington added.

members and university administrators to make Saturday operating
hours a reality. “Hopefully, we will
better serve the students’ health
care needs with additional hours on
weekends,” Barry said. “Weekend
services will be by appointment just
as regular weekday services. Urgent care for illness and injury as
well as immunization services will
be available. Preventive care and

nonurgent visits will not be available at this time.”
Saturday was a day selected
based on a survey of students. After
the SGA Executive Board met with
Dean of Students Rose Mary Howell, who then contacted Barry, a
student survey was circulated. The
survey indicated Saturday as a day
of preference.
"The motivating factor behind
this initiative was that students indicated a desire for UHC weekend
hours,” said Howell. “The administration has always and continues to
be interested in hearing from students."
"Whenever the administration
receives suggestions from students
that benefit our university community, we strive to address them.”
This initiative benefits commuters as well. Commuters will have
an additional opportunity, at no additional cost to students and no increase in health insurance, to seek
medical assistance on the weekend,
if necessary.
Additionally, Howell said, “It was
not necessary to hire any additional
staff and cost was minimal because
the current staff will work on Saturdays."
John Bishara, a commuter, is frequently on campus on Saturdays.
“Even though I don’t live on campus, having the Health Center open
on Saturdays may very well come in
handy if I hurt myself at the gym,
for example,” he said.
Steven Weir, resident of Sinatra Hall, has already utilized the
UHC’s services multiple times. “I’ve
been sick a couple times and had to
go there. I live an hour away and
don’t have a car. I’m sure the convenience factor will be appreciated by
students.”

Events
Continued From Page 1

day to discuss safety. This meeting
tor for the LGBT Center.
a Democratic Society.
would give a taste of the true spirit
“I think that it shows that the po“I think it’s wonderful. I’m glad
of MSU.
lice take things seriously and they
people are out here,” said Leslie
“I want the message to get out
support the community as well. I
Kooyman, a professor from the
there that the coward that wrote
just think that it’s important that
counseling and leadership departthis will end up in jail,” declared
we stay positive and respond in a
ment. “I think it’s important that
MSUPD Chief Paul Cell. “And we
positive way and get back to busiwe send the signal that we don’t
will work around the clock until
ness and move forward, keep gotolerate hate. To me, this is very
this person is apprehended.”
ing.”
personal and very important to
His words were swiftly followed
Inside the Student Center, a stand
the college as well. The police are
up by the resounding force that
stacked with 500 purple shirts that
a little intimidating, but I’m glad
is Dr. Karen Pennington. “A lot of
times we look and say nothing’s being done,” she said, “but you have to
remember the police can’t tell you
everything; just because you don’t
see something doesn't mean it isn’t
happening, and I can assure you,
it’s happening.”
Tuesday morning began normally.
The sun rose and students grumbled to class. But there were some
new faces. Mounted police officers,
whether on horse or motorcycle,
were mixed in with riot officers,
snipers atop Partridge and Mallory
Hall and the University Police.
In the back of every student’s
The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey
mind, there was an inkling of hesi- Many gathered in front of the student center to take part in singing and dancing.
tation: what would happen? Would
students skip school? Would the
proudly displayed “Hate Is Not an
they’re here; this could erupt into
cowards who committed the initial
MSU Value,” an idea from student
something worse, so it’s good to be
crime follow their threats with acKyle Bunting, were being sold by
prepared."
tion?
Julie Fleming and Fatima deCarMedia outlets and notable figures
Action certainly happened in the
valho for $3 each. The proceeds will
such as Dr. Susan Cole, Penningbest way possible. This day specigo towards the LGBT center and
ton and Senator Loretta Weinberg,
fied in the threat was met with
funding for nonviolent protection
a large supporter of the Marriage
peace and justification of equal
programs.
Equality Act, were also in attenrights. Support saturated the enA rally, organized by Mike Mcdance.
tire campus, with students adornQuade, started at noon and lasted
“These things are gonna happen.
ing rainbow prints, ally pins and
well into 4 p.m. Organized in the
One or two angry people are gonna
LGBT flags.
student center quad, many gathscribble something on a wall,” said
“I think the response is great. The
ered in front of a podium set up speCole. “We can’t help that, but we
campus has really come together on
cially for this event. It was attended
don’t need to accept it. We shouldn’t
declaring this day as a day of unity,
by large, supportive, active groups
accept it, but neither should we rethis year and for years to come. It’s
of students and faculty, many of
act as victims. We are strong in the
a great idea for the campus,” said
whom were toting signs, spreading
face of this.”
Amie Macmath, program coordinaglitter, or representing Students for
Others stood equally among

their peers and watched as students bravely climbed the podium.
Many rose to speak their mind and
proclaim peace and demanded for
change. Students like Veronica Furman, an anthropology major, got up
to sing, crooning the words to “Give
Change a Chance.” Bolstered by the
added presence of security, those in
attendance had the freedom to exist
in a cooperative, peaceful moment.
"You know, I think that it’s good
that the university is taking measures for added protection,” said
Jill Whittaker, a graduate student.
“People are able to gather and
know that others are watching out
to make sure that things stay safe.
I feel as safe as I would any other
day.”
Many groups took this opportunity
to express their continued support
and love for the LGBT community.
Travis Skinner, an MSU alumnus
and contracted leader of the Intervarsity Christian Group on campus,
particularly felt the need to bolster
a message of love.
“People have this misconception
that Christians hate people that are
different from them, but we don’t,”
he said.
“We wanted to make that known.
[Everyone] has their disagreements,
but that doesn't mean we don't like
them. We definitely would pretty
much throw ourselves in front of a
bullet for them.”
The day closed with a candlelight
vigil held to continue the powerful
support that emanated throughout.
Small groups gathered in the crisp
night in peaceful fellowship. What
left with the day was a hopeful,
clear, loud response to those who
scrawled the unacceptable a week
ago: Intolerance does not abide, and
change is certainly coming.
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In these challenging times, every move you make to advance your career becomes critical to your
success. Motivated individuals looking to take the next step have pursued graduate education
at Montclair State for over 75 years. Our outstanding faculty, nearly 100 innovative, real-world
programs, and state-of-the-art facilities will help you build a unique blend of knowledge and
skills that will make you stand out from the crowd. Best of all, you can count on us to be with
you every step of the way, from the time you apply and are admitted, straight through to the
day you receive your graduate degree.
Montclair State University. Advanced thinking that advances careers.

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, February 26, 12 p.m.
University Hall
Register online

1 Normal Avenue

■

Montclair, NJ 07043

■
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Rally

Continued From Page 1
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Police remained on campus throughout the day.
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Dontae Booth leads a rally the following day in the Student Center quad.

munity were looking forward to
the rally. “I feel like the rally was
a great idea,” said Emily Cooper,
women and gender studies major
and former secretary of Femvolution. “I feel it shows the community is bigger and more adamant
than the people who did the attacks
thought. It shows we won’t back
down.”
Alongside the students, different
organizations all over campus came
together to lend a helping hand in
planning the rally. Some of the organizations that helped included
The Planet, Young Americans for
Liberty, SPECTRUMS, the broadcasting department, the radio station and the Christian Fellowship.
However, some students were nervous about the threats.
Although many students were
questioning their safety on campus,
Francesca Scirocco, president of The
Planet, was assured that students
would be safe. “I feel that Chief Cell
took a lot of precautions for this
event,” said Scirocco. “He did great
work with the precautions necessary to make sure all students, faculty and people attending the rally
would be safe.”
The rally was held from 12 to

4 p.m. on Tuesday. Throughout the
day, students and faculty could listen to people speak, watch the Players perform and write positive messages in chalk all around the quad.
Some messages displayed were
“we are unified as one” and “I can’t
imagine being hated simply because
I’m in love.”
Among the speakers were members from the Christian Fellowship
and SPECTRUMS. Alan Akins, the
president of SPECTRUMS, was
just one of the many speakers at
the rally. “Today, the overwhelming message is unity,” said Akins,
inspiring the crowd. “As a community, we acknowledge that we are
all human beings.”
Aside from members of various
organizations, President Susan
Cole also delivered an inspiring
speech. “You cannot let one stupid
person who scribbles on a wall come
even close to touching the strong
and confident core of yourself,” said
Cole, to the approving cheers of the
crowd around her. “If you do, they
win. It is they who should be fearful, not you. The person who wrote
those words is the one with the
problem, not you.”
Members of The Planet also

Dr. Susan Cole and Dr. Karen Pennington were present.

Students freely speak their mind.

thanked Dr. Karen Pennington,
vice president for student development and campus life, for showing
her immense amount of support
and helping them plan the rally.
Throughout the rally, many chants
also united the crowd as one, with
such sayings as: “What do we want?
Equality. When do we want it? Last
week.”
Many of the students who came
out to show their support at the rally considered the event a success.
“I thought the rally was fantastic,”
said Michael Notarnicola, freshman. “The presentation of speakers
was awesome.”
“I was surprised by how organized
the event was,” said Kevin Young,
freshman. “Also, lots of people were
there wearing their purple.”
Later in the day, a candlelight
vigil was held. The ceremony began
at 8:30 p.m. and was also held in
the quad. Nearly 50 students came
out into the cold later in the day to
continue to show their support.
“The vigil was more of a reflection,” said Scirocco. “We based it
more off of the LBGT memorial that
was held for Tyler Clemente at Rutgers. The idea was to have a peaceful conclusion to the day.”

The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey

Students stood side-by-side, some
holding electric candles. Everyone
was able to share their thoughts
and feelings about the day and the
events that led up to it. Once they
were done, they touched their lights
to the next person in line in order to
light their candle.
After many students spoke their
thoughts, Dean of Students Rose
Howell came forward with moving
words to the crowd. “We are one
family,” said Howell. “This is your
campus. Don’t you run scared. Everyone should feel comfortable and
at home here because this is your
campus.”
The Rally for Unity was a success. “I want to thank all the students who showed their support,”
said Scirocco. “It shows that MSU
is really a community. The entire
school is taking action. I’m really
proud to be a Red Hawk today.”
The next day, students rallied
again in front of the Student Center
in response to more hate messages
that were posted in the Heights the
night before. Despite the frigid air,
many met to speak freely and continue the conversation about the
need for change.

The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey
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Police Provide Campus Security for Students
Students Protected During Rally by Police All Over Campus

The Montclarion | Haylee Lemkey

Various police officers representing surrounding municipalities were seen on campus.

Jamie Wisniewski
Staff Writer

The University increased its security in response to the threats to the
LGBT community on Tuesday.
The Montclair State University
Police Department augmented their
police presence by having all police
officers on duty, as well as having
the service of many police agencies
from surrounding municipalities of
Essex and Passaic counties. Officers were ready for rapid response
in case of an attack. Their presence
eased community tension and eased
the fears of students.
Students and faculty were pleased
with the university’s response to
the incident.
Clifton police officer William Bais
said, "I think the response is outstanding. A lot of departments have
sent guys here. We have a job and
we do it."
"I think that it’s good that the

ence on camuniversity
pus. "I think
is taking
measures
it’s actually
for added
a really good
idea. I think
protection
it makes evso
that
eryone feel
people are
more comable
to
fortable,"
gather and
said Huey.
know that
Many stupeople are
dents chose
watchnot to ating out to
tend classes
make sure
in response
that things
to the posed
stay safe. I
threats.
feel as safe
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The unias I would
versity deany oth- Special units were brought in for added protection.
cided it was
er day. I
not necesdon’t think
I feel more or less safe today,” said
sary to perform a lockdown.
“A lockdown would be for an acJill Whittaker, a Montclair State
tive event, such as someone with an
graduate student.
identified weapon or actively creatUndergraduate student, Asia Huey,
was supportive of the MSUPD presing violence, like an active shooter,”

Lt. Kieran Barrett said.
“While this incident involves a
threat, it is not active, but expect
an elevated police presence."
Jose Perez, an accounting major, felt safe with the security on
campus. “I feel pretty safe and I’m
glad that the university took the
threats seriously. I feel like what is
pretty important is that the university didn’t just take it as something
written on a wall.“
“Seeing officers with snipers was
alarming, but at the same time,
it was nice to know there was increased security in case something
happened,” said undergraduate
student, Marissa Stapelman.
The day went smoothly and there
were no acts of violence committed.
The University will continue to be
cautious in the event of any additional threats.
Additional reporting done by Haylee Lenkey.

Heights
Continued From Page 1

said to 50+ diverse students and
media personnel that gathered at
the last-minute rally. “What happened last week will not happen.
We are a unified campus. We are
a unified people. We must stand
against bigotry of all kinds."
Many students wrote to Dr. Susan Cole to voice their frustration
that the university administration
had not notified the campus. Andre
Schneck wrote that, “As an AfricanAmerican student here at Montclair
State, I have sat back and watched
long enough about how the administration handles things when it
comes to black organizations here
on campus.”
“However, that will no longer
be an option for me,” he elaborated.
“This email is to inform you that as
an African American student, this
will not be accepted nor will it be
tolerated.”
Reactions have continued to pour
in from various ethnic representations, clearly disturbed by this
event. NAACP President, Aisha Salaam said, “As NAACP president, I
feel that this has to be taken further.”
“I think that organizations need
to come together, not just black orgnizations, but everyone needs to
come together as a whole. A day of
unity is meant to bring everyone together, not just the LGBT community,” she said.
“People should not belittle themselves and write slanderous things.
We all need to be proactive and help
unite all regardless of race, sexual
orientation or religion.”
A meeting between students and
administration was held yesterday
afternoon and the tone was set for
a meeting with university officials
at 5:00 p.m.

The entire campus was formally
notified when Cole informed the
MSU community of the incident via
email during the afternoon of Feb.
8. She wrote, “Once again, a few
individuals have violated not only
University policy, but the basic tenets of human decency.”
“As we move forward, I urge you
to remember the positive messages
we shared at yesterday’s Unity Rally. The message 'We Are as One' applies to members of every race, gender and cultural or religious group
on this campus,” Cole encouraged.
Dr. Karen Pennington reiterated
Cole's message with her own words
of security and guidance. “Cameras
are not the only answer. The crime
has already happened,” she said.
“While catching the perpetrator
is important, it's also important to
educate people to stop doing these
things. We take every one of these
incidents seriously. People don't
come into these buildings from off
the street. People need to watch
their guests. If they see someone
doing something, then they need to
speak out. That's what being part of
a campus community is all about.”
An emergency meeting was held
the following Wednesday to further
discuss safety and this occurrence.
Among those who were present included Cole, Pennington, Chief Paul
Cell, Dean Rose Mary Howell, Dean
James Harris and George Juzdan,
SGA vice president.
"We are a community that needs
to work together," said Harris.
"We have zero tolerance for intolerance. What happened last night
is not who we are and is not who we
are becoming."
Chief Cell also took this opportunity to reiterate the UPD's serious
undertaking of this situation.

"We are working around the clock
to stop this," he said. "We have
eight people working this case because we take it that seriously. We
are gong to take every step possible
to make this a safe campus."
This was followed by a meeting
held by student organizations at
8 p.m. in Dickson Hall, which focused on discussing actions taken
thus far, grievances and proposals
for what next steps should be taken. Groups that attended included
SPECTRUMS, NJUS, Phi Sigma
Sigma, Femvolution, SGA, ROTC,
Psychology Club, SDS, The Planet,
Smile Station and WMSC radio.
Proposed ideas included a student
escort service, improvements to the
freshman seminar class to include
sensitivity training and work to deliver messages that counter hateful
messages, address biases within
organizations and more town hall
style meetings.
While campus officials inform students that the grounds are safe and
monitored, some feel more comfortable going home on the weekends.
This situation only adds fuel to any
feelings of hesitation. In response
to this, residential education and
services can only offer support in
this time of limbo while investigations continue.
“This is now a police investigation
and our staff will be full supportive
of this investigation and participate
willingly,” said Dominic Petruzelli,
executive director of residential
education and services. “This is an
incredibly unfortunate incident and
I would like to echo the president's
remarks stating hate has no place
on this campus.”
Later on, an email sent by Petruzelli encouraged students who are
in need of a time to talk to attend

"Let's Talk" meetings which will
be held on Mondays from 1:002:30 p.m. in the Recreation Center;
Tuesdays at 3:00-4:30 p.m. in the
Center for Student Involvement;
Wednesdays from 4:00-5:30 p.m. in
Sinatra Hall; Thursdays from 4:306:00 p.m. in Morehead Hall and
Fridays, from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
in Bohn Hall.
These recent events have raised
questions about the security of campus. While the university may disagree, some believe there is a need
for security cameras and continued
extra police presence.
“We would say that [having cameras on campus] can be a useful tool
that we can use in investigation,”
said Barrett.
“This particular threat is not
date- or violence- specific, but that
doesn’t mean we don’t take it seriously by any means, but what it
does do is we don’t have any specific time like we did like let’s say
we had with our LGBT threat. And
that means we could know if there
was going to be a specific threat.”
One resident of the suite, Tanasia Linton, expressed her frustration at the incident. However, she
was not available for interview.
If students have any information relating to these incidents
please contact the university police
at (973) 655-5222, or the Confidential Tips Line at 973-655-8477, or
utilize the Hawk Eyewitness E-tip
by sending a text message to 67283
from any mobile device.

Additional reporting done by
Katherine Milsop, Haylee Lenkey
and Mike Conforti.
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Seeking a Job?

out in schools in any way possible.”
Also, with the downward economy, life after college begins to become
Most students come to college in
more of a concern for students with
hopes of eventually securing a job,
existing loans and debts to pay.
however, an increasing number of
Olivia McRae, an accounting mastudents are concerned for their fujor, says, “Because the economy is
ture after college.
so bad, even if you graduate with a
Anadia Ferguson, who wants to
degree, you’re still not guaranteed a
pursue a major in psychology, says,
job, and sometimes you’re overquali“What makes me think that I will be
fied for certain jobs because you have
promised a job just because I went to
a degree. So at the end of the day, you
college?”
may graduate with nothing and then
College doesn’t guarantee securyou have to pay back loans.”
ing a job, and a diploma isn’t always
As the downward economy is nega golden ticket
ative,
alternatively,
to getting a cathere
is
an
increasing
reer. Some may We are inclined to think col- amount of new jobs
think it is more lege is how we prepare our- being created to date.
about networkIt’s a new day and age
selves to get a career.
ing and buildwith a new valued set
ing successful
of skills and mannerand established
isms.
contacts.
While we often hear
Ferguson continues, “I feel like
about the dwindling of jobs after
it’s not what you know or what you
graduation, there is still hope. Jobs
have, it’s who you know and how to
are being created that require a new
get there.”
set of skills.
Most students are asking themJeffrey Zieleniewski, a Spanish inselves how are they going to get
structor, says “making sure number
there? How are they going to land
one that the jobs exist, and second
their dream job?
of all making sure that [students]
Adam Fyn, a music performance
have those 21st century skills that are
major, says, “I plan to find a job doneeded to compete in an ever increasing music somewhere, somehow.”
ing global market place.”
We are inclined to think that colSkills such as networking are valulege is how we prepare ourselves to
able, as are working hard and having
get a career. However, to some, cola degree.
lege isn’t the only answer.
Heather Krygoski, a music education major, says, “To prepare myself
for the future, I’m working hard in
all of my classes, and I’m also trying
to find ways to get students and help
Jacquelyn Loder
Staff Writer

Check back for this
column next week!

Climate Change: Shun the Non-Believers
Katherine Oakes
Staff Writer

In an article by Bryan Walsh
published in TIME magazine called
“Who’s Bankrolling the ClimateChange Deniers?” Walsh states that
as recently as 2008, climate change
denial did not exist. In fact,
it was even accepted by
Republicans as a legitimate
scientific claim. Now, 2012
has the Republican Party
whistling a new tune called
“Climate Change Isn’t Real
(We Didn’t Do Nuthin’)”.
This song even made it to
the Top Ten hit list of almost
all of their followers who
now believe the same thing.
Walsh also claims that
during this time, oil companies like Exxon and Peabody
Energy have teamed up
with conservative corporations such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in order
to refute climate change
beliefs. These are the facts.
Clearly, Exxon isn’t really in
the mood for all y’all to stop
using gas or filling up those
Chevys, but unfortunately
that is a large part of how we came
to be in the fragile environmental
state that we are in. Regardless of
whether or not you believe in climate change, it is obvious that the
human race has had an immeasurable impact on the environment.
Other than the influence of conservatives, there is a plethora of reasons
for climate change deniers to turn
the other cheek on the topic.
Global warming has been a prominent issue for quite some time now,
and with the amount of research
and attention being dedicated to it,
it seems hard to believe that people

could so vehemently dispute it.
So, what’s up with all the nonbelievers? Well, first and foremost,
climate change is not a sunny topic,
and neither is pollution, but you
don’t see people crashing beach
clean-ups with the same ardent
fervor that people disclaim our part
in global warming. Additionally,

course there’s the hard reality that
the risks posed by an unabated rise
in greenhouse-gas emissions are still
mainly somewhere and someday
while our attention, as individuals
and communities, is mostly on the
here and now.” So, while we’re trying to repair our damaged economy,
we’re supposed to worry about

climate change also carries with it a
strong air of impending doom; it is
not just a threat to our livelihood but
to our lives as well. This should even
further encourage people to act,
right? Well, not necessarily.
Currently, contrary to the popular
belief of Oprah and the Dalai Lama,
we are very focused on the present
moment so greatly that it prevents
us from truly grasping the irreversible consequences of climate change.
Andrew Revkin elaborates on this
idea in his article “The Inconvenient
Mind” via Dot Earth, on his blog
on the NY Times website, “And of

Courtesy of ungm.org
global warming,
However, I don’t believe that detoo? Denial is way easier.
nying
climate change or emphasizWhat’s more is that just convincing only the negative consequences
ing people to accept the idea of cliof it are effective ways of dealing
mate change is hard enough because
with the problem.
it essentially states that our growth,
Whether the world likes it or not,
as a global population combined
there are changes happening, and
with our insatiable greed, is our own
we are going to have to face them
Achilles heel. Ouch. It’s a big pill to
either in ten years or ten hundred,
swallow, much less get people to be
and we will be held accountable for
proactive about.
our actions.
Here is another problem: how do
we become proactive about global
warming? The steps to prevent it
lack any type of hook, if you will,
that other eco-friendly activities

have, which is 1) instant gratification and 2) autonomy. You maintain
control and can see the difference in
using plastic bags or reusable ones,
but in the case of climate change prevention, that isn’t so.
The changes must occur at a legislative and corporate level, which
aren’t immediately obvious to the
general public. There is
no instantaneous reward
for our good deeds when
we are writing letters to
our congressmen, and
without that, the pull
to stop global warming
isn’t as strong as other
environmental acts are,
simply because it isn’t as
empowering or satisfying
for us to do them.
And the apocalyptic
tone of climate change
overrides any of those
small tasks many people
do because in reality, they
don’t even make a dent
when the solution to the
problem is changing huge
policies through our government.
In conclusion: the
whole thing just really
harshes our mellow.
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Fashion and Feminism

Liouxsie Doyle
Staff Writer

What’s the first thing you notice
about what someone is wearing?
Have you ever made your own
clothes? Would you? Do you think
you have a say in what is fashionable?
The second Thursday of February marks the start of Fashion Week
in New York City; even if you aren’t
thinking about
your own political
wardrobe, there’s a
chance you’re
thinking about
the
clothing
being paraded
down
those
Manhattan catwalks.
Every wave
of
feminism
has skirted the
issue of fashion
as activism. A
century
ago,
suffragettes
sternly fought
for the right to
vote in dark
colors and nofuss
dresses A first wave flapper.
while their supporters’
jewelry alluded to their ulterior political
motives. Suffragettes played with a
secret language in their dress code:
purple represented freedom; white,
purity and green, hope. This color
symbolism translated to wearing
gemstones like amethyst, moonstone
or emerald as a sign of secret solidarity.
The daughters of these more conservative first-wave feminists, the
flappers, took accessorizing politics
to a new height with their hair and
hemlines. With suffrage and job opportunities during the WWII secured
by the former generation, flappers
had a lot to celebrate, and they do so
in true feminist fashion: the corset,
crinolines, bustles and heavy fabrics
that kept their mothers bound were
breezily tossed aside for short skirts,
loose dresses and beige nylons to accentuate their exposed limbs. In addition to clothing that encouraged
movement (which came in handy for
the active nightlife adopted by independent flapper women), cropped
hair and the sinewy, prepubescent
body type glamorized androgyny
and gender play.
Decades later, second-wave feminists reacted to their Stepford-mothers
with a fusion of “youth-quake,” “hip-

pie movement” and Women’s Liberation trends. Although revolutionary
at the time, brassieres prioritized creating a conical figure or lifting cleavage over genuine support. College
students and disenfranchised housewives reacted against their mother’s
circle skirts and gravity-defying hairdos with jeans and long straight hair.
The look emulated countercultural
youth movements’ emphasis on naturalism and anti-consumerism. It was
during the 1968
Miss America
Pageant that a
radical group
of
feminists
threw items of
oppression into
a garbage can
and the myth of
“bra-burning”
ignited.
The
activism
surrounding
the
Freedom Trash
Can acknowledged and rejected oppressive
politics
of
women’s
fashion.
This
heated moment
of feminist history helped spark the stereotype that
feminists are unfashionable and thus
unfeminine.
Second-wave feminists were clearly at odds with the idea of popular
dress, but this stigma bled into perceptions of subcultures as well. The
butch-femme dichotomy of lesbian
culture became a source of ridicule
and ostracism among this generation of feminists who reacted to the
conventional gender norms exemplified by this fashion. On one extreme,
butch lesbians appeared to dress and
act in accordance to conventional
manliness; on the other, femme lesbians represented the conventional tenets of feminine sex appeal, sporting
make-up and delicate clothing. It has
been argued since then that women
who identify as “butch,” “femme” or
fall someplace else on the spectrum of
gender may be re-appropriating gender norms to suit a countercultural
“queering” of the self. This early use
of fashion as activism was dismissed
too readily by liberal feminists.
By the 1980s and 1990s, another
subculture was tearing popular fashion apart by the seams to better fit its
needs. The countercultural resistance
exemplified by punk women notably includes ironic, confrontational
usage of traditionally sexy fashion.
Fishnet stockings have a longstanding history of sex appeal, and women

have gone to great lengths to prevent
and with or without women sittears; punk
ting in board room
women inmeetings, unrealisstead choose
tic beauty standards
to wear their
and an increase of
tears
like
eating disorders are
battle scars,
prevalent
among
demonstratthe general populaing evidence
tion.
of their misThe fashion inadventures
dustry is one of
and rough
the most profitactivity. Simable global marilarly, bright
kets, and its influlipstick and
ence is undeniable.
Siouxsie
While feminists of
Sioux’s icongenerations
past
ic eyeshadow
may have chosen
take subtle
to radically resist
sexuality to
or boycott popular
a threatenfashion, our most
ing extreme,
recent generation
mocking the
has closely aligned
marketable
itself to popular
institution of
culture. The advent
passive feof “girlie feminism”
male sexual- Siouxsie Sioux and her signature eye make up.
of the nineties sigity. Extreme
nified the peaceful
experimencoexistence of feminism and fashion.
tation with skirt lengths and hair
Perhaps a greater consciousness of
dimensions may add to the aggresthe feminism of fashion, or simply
sive self-sexualization of alternative
politics of dress may
women by
abate labor injustice.
almost darWhat we wear makes
ing the onan immediate statelooker
to
ment about who we are,
still deem
who we inspire to be
them attracand what we believe.
tive.
Knitting,
crocheting,
Not all
silk screening and reexamples
constructing thrift store
of feminist
finds are popular pasfashion
times for indie-savvy
come from
shoppers; and if makthe margins.
ing your own clothing is
For such an
out of the question, you
influential
can buy a prepackaged,
a u t h o r i t y,
homemade style from
the
fashmajor brand stores.
ion indusAn emphasis on autry may be
tonomously
creating
viewed as
fashion, or selectively
suspicious- A “butch” or gender non-conforming woman.
choosing to wear
ly close to a
politically-responsimatriarchy.
ble brands, explains
Internally, women defy conventions,
the popularity of “I Had an Aborrun companies (at least cosmetition,” “Save the Ta-Tas” and “RED”
cally) and are openly pandered to
fashionably political campaigns.
as the multi-billion dollar target deWhat you wear can mean something,
mographic. They also make up the
whether you buy into the image or
bulk of the workforce and have tranmake your own. Labels can reveal
sitioned from providing seamstress
more than a brand name – they also
services as an unpaid, unacknowlgive the origins and the explanation
edged duty to the family, to earning
behind your unseemly inexpensive
real money for real work. Conversely,
t-shirt. Wittingly or not, many peothe fashion industry is far from Utople wear their politics on the sleeves.
pian; many of the women who make
Consider redressing the feminism of
up this taskforce are grossly underfashion for yourself.
paid and mistreated in sweatshops,
Photos Courtesy of whatatemper.blogspot.com, sparkletack.com, and grrlsntrolls.tumblr.com

Passionate Director Speaks to Students
Valentina Didonato
Staff Writer

United they stand for independent film. Ted Hope, an American
independent film producer spoke at
Montclair State University about his
passion for indie films and his belief
in the need that people in the industry stick together. Hope, known as
one of the pioneers in the American
indie move that became prevalent in
the early 90s continues to be known
for challenging convention. Producing over sixty feature length films
and winning three Grand Jury Prizes
at the Sundance Film Festival with
titles like American Splendor, The
Brothers McMullen and What Happened Was…Hope co-founded This
is That Production company, which
has produced innovative films such
as Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind, 21 Grams and the recent Martha Marcy May Marlene.
Hope came of age in an era that
was the flashpoint of indie music,
when it was becoming a national
and international trend. Like the

musical trend, Hope was inspired by
this style
of music
in which
artists
performed
to create
art through
passion.
Indie film
vies to do
this, “I love
work that
has something to
Courtesy of montclair.edu
say and a
new way
of saying it.” Hope stated that he
believes meaningful films are one of
the rare artistic mediums that give
an audience insight to a character
on the big screen fostering our human connections. Independent films
are the depiction of the untainted
universal truths that we can now see
visualized.
In hearing Hope speak, it is clear
that he has maintained a reputation
as an innovator, a constant pusher

of boundaries in the film industry
because of the significant power
film has that drives him. Film is a
medium in which people go for an
experience of catharsis, to be uplifted or feel a sense of relatable despair. Hope spoke of his passion for
creating films that change the world,
films that push a call to action and
insight conversation.
When the floor was opened
for questions, many curious film
students and professors listened to
his answer to the question of “How
does one break into this industry
and achieve great success?” Hope
said, “There are many easier ways
to make money other than the film
business, but today is such an interesting time in which there are so
many platforms in which young film
makers can use to their advantage.”
In his article entitled “How Would
You Use All 27 New Platforms Available For Direct Distribution?” he
sites a plethora of sources that can
easily be accessed to promote a film.
One of the most powerful advantages of this technological platform

is that film makers can now create
their audience and know how to
target them. Easily, an audience is
able to know what a particular film
maker’s scope is by reading a profile
and seeing some of his work.
In the end, despite technological mediums, the heart of the indie
film remains the same. Artistic film
is built to bring communities together showing the essence of what
it means to be human, which is the
core of a movie that can change the
world. In the end, Hope said that
there is one good fear that should
exist for a film maker and for his
audience, the fear that the new film
will be better than the last.
No pun intended, Hope gave
many film students well … a little
hope about taking on the endeavor
of entering the film industry. Bringing the crowded room to remember
what it means to make film, that it is
about telling a story that is real, relatable and always reflective of what
the human experience is.
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Child Care

Sitters wanted.
$12+ per hour.
Babysitting,
housesitting,
petsitting.
Register free
for jobs near
campus or home
and start earning
cash now! www.
student-sitter.
com
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Cartoonists
Writers
Photographers
Stop by our office at
and MORE!
The Student
Center Annex
Room 113
for more information!
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cartoonists!
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msuproduction
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for more
details!
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Gift.
Typical color of
roses.
Popular symbol for
Valentine's day as
well as a pertinent
human organ.
Greek Goddess of
love
Month Valentines
day is in.
The famous baby
archer.

Down
Typical Valentine's
Gift.
Typical color of
roses.
Popular symbol for
Valentine's day as
well as a pertinent
human organ.
Greek Goddess of
love
Month Valentines
day is in.
The famous baby
archer.
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Across
Student run theatre organization
whose plays are held in the commuter
lounge!
The purpose of this organization is to
have a better understanding of the
Japanese culture.
The nickname for the Caribbean
Student Organization
This club is up in the ranks of
Spielburg.
This club knows how to pump up your
spirit!
Hey, you're reading it right now!
Whether it's hip hop, jazz or pop, this
club can step to any beat!
Their purpose is to provide a safe and
clean environment for students to
gather and participate in community
games and activities.
The official literary arts publication of
Montclair State University
The student organization dedicated to
educating the community about gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
issues

1

3
5
6
9

Down
This club is an interdenominational
Christian ministry reaching out
specifically to New Jersey college
students.
Club Motto: "We do everything with
style"
This club knows how to shred the
mountains.
This Ministry has been here for over 40
years!
This club promotes awareness of the
Indian culture by organizing events that
involve both traditional and
nontraditional cultural activities.
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Put Your Adult Pants On
		

H

I

ow do you measure a hate
crime? Where does it fall on the spectrum of petty misdemeanors to serious
crimes?
According to Montclair State
University’s administration, it apparently
falls somewhere in between saving face
by showing support through unity rallies but not quite actually making the
changes necessary to create a safer campus for all students regardless of race,
creed or sexuality.
Before you jump to conclusions, we all
know change doesn’t happen overnight.
After all, it has been our country’s motto
ever since the 2008 presidential election
slogan “change” promised us expectations of immediacy but left us wanting
for more, faster.
But even global warming policies and
the country’s rising unemployment numbers seem more like trivial annoyances
when faced with death threats on our
own campus.
There’s a matter of urgency here and
it makes rallies with cheering, flag waving and well-written speeches seem kind
of… hollow.
We had one day of unity, but did it
change anything? Would a week?
We’re not calling for vigilantes,
masked or otherwise, but it is time to put
on our adult pants and take matters into
our own hands. We are all adults here,
or at least developing into the people we
will be as adults, and we need to take
responsibility for our actions and those
around us.
You see, eight out of the 12 months of
the year, Montclair State University is the
home away from home to over 3,500 students ranging from first-year freshmen
to super seniors and the school away
from home for another 15,000 commuters.
We have put our trust, whether

Joseph Trajanoski | The Montclarion

consciously or subconsciously, in this
institution to provide us with the best
possible education (for the money), the
opportunity for social and personal
growth and the safety and security to
achieve these modest goals and graduate
with all of our limbs intact.
Maybe this unnaturally warm winter
weather has upset the balance of the universe and, just like the geese who have
arrived to terrorize campus sooner than
planned, coaxed the crazies out of hibernation.
Then again, maybe it was just someone’s really bad week (though that would
make me seriously afraid of midterms).
We at The Montclarion assume, with
uncharacteristic optimism, that only a
very small percentage of the student
body are the bigoted lunatics that have
been bullying campus this week through
various acts of vandalism.
We want to take this opportunity to
remind the MSU community that we
have a dedicated and capable University
Police Department that is committed to
the safety and security of all campus
members and guests.
They provide an escort service as well
as a GPS-assisted tracking application
called Mobile Guardian that provides
voluntary monitoring of movements
from one area of campus to another. If a
person does not reach their intended destination in the period of time specified,
an alarm is sounded in police headquarters and police will respond to the user’s
location.
Whatever the cause is for this sudden
outburst of violent hatred, it needs to end
now.
One hate crime in a week is terrible,
two is outrageous but three is just plain
embarrassing.

Students Speak
Do You Feel Safe
On Campus?

Minelle Gaya
Sophomore
Fine Arts

Pat Golden
Sophomore
Undeclared

Alexandra Dadon
Sophomore
Violin Performance

“No, it’s a little unsafe.”

“Not really. It’s scary that it’s
“I’ll be honest, I do. I have faith
happening like that and that
in our police force and our
Hannah
there are things going
onScherba
here. I| The Montclarion
security around here. I’m a little
didn’t think it would happen at
concerned, but I don’t feel like
this school.”
my life is in danger.”

Sam Saez
Sophomore
Graphic Design
“Not exactly with the notes and
the bomb threats and someone’s
door was written on basically
saying ‘you’re gonna die along
with the gays.’ A week ago I felt
perfectly safe, but two days ago,
when I saw cops and snipers... it
was bad.”
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He Wants More for the Money
MSU students given scraps while TCNJ students dine like kings

A

t the
beginning of
the fall semester, I — like
many students
— was excited
to try out the
new campus
dining experience promised
Dylan Soltis
by the Heights
complex.
Columnist
Like any
student who is at least a sophomore, I
thought “any new dining hall can’t help
but be an improvement over Blanton.”
Now while that isn’t setting the bar
very high, it was the least we could hope
for as students who must partake in the
cuisine a la Sodexo for 30 weeks out of
the year. And when the fall semester
rolled around, the Heights dining hall
lived up to this modest expectation.
Barely.
No one can argue that the Heights
dining hall does not provide the students
with, at the very least, more choices in
our daily dining and a slight improvement in the quality of food.
However, with those choices being
consistently limited to habitually undercooked pasta, poor tasting pizza sauce,
boring cheeseburgers and a World’s Fare

station (although they prefer the term
“restaurant”) that perpetually cycles
through the same three tired and stereotypical choices (Chinese, Mexican
and Southern food), it’s no surprise that
many students are disappointed with
the new dining experience.
On the dining hall’s worst days, the
sandwich station is the only salvation for
the starving student, with lines stretching far past the soup pots, but even that
classic staple gets old eventually. And
while I am eternally grateful for the recent
extension of weekend dining hours, with
pickings as slim as they are, the dining
hall is usually as good as closed.
But the real travesty is exposed once
you crunch the numbers. As it stands, the
two cheapest meal plan options will run
you a cool $1,800 a semester.
Multiply that by the number of students
required by school policy to purchase at
least the $1,800 meal plan (the combined
residents of Bohn, Freeman, Russ, Sinatra
and the Heights, or approximately 3,141
students) and you get a whopping $5.7
million dollars a semester, or $11.4 million
a year.
That’s not even including the commuter
students and apartment residents who
purchase lesser meal plans. $11.4 million
dollars and we’re subjected to the same
tired options week after week.
Now, obviously not all of that is going

towards what we are fed; a good portion of that needs to be used for salaries,
maintenance, sanitation and whatever else
constitutes Sodexo’s overhead. But considering the massive chunk of change we the
students contribute to the MSU dining services, I do believe we deserve a little more
in return.
Perhaps Montclair State should take a
tip from the dining services at TCNJ. Last
time I visited Eickhoff dining hall at TCNJ
was the semester before the Heights complex opened.
However, I vividly remember such
options as sushi (simple rolls, not like at
the Rath, but sushi nonetheless), rotisserie chicken, prime rib, a large selection
of sandwiches and a large staff to match
— and that was all for one single meal
around lunchtime.
Like MSU, TCNJ is a New Jersey public
university. So what exactly is holding MSU
back from establishing a dining hall of the
same quality?
It couldn’t be Montclair’s endowment:
TCNJ has approximately 7,000 students
and a $18 million endowment, while MSU
has approximately 18,000 students and a
$47 million endowment (a sizable portion
of whom do not even live on campus or
utilize the dining hall).
As of right now, I cannot answer this
question, but at the very least, the administration should care enough about the

students of Montclair to provide them
with a dining experience that matches the
amount of money we, the students, contribute to it.
The college experience in America is full
of ridiculous expenditures and growing
debt. It is no secret that we are overpaying
for our education. But when it comes to
campus dining — a service provided to
us by the university which we are forced
to partake in to fulfill a biological imperative (and as a matter of school policy for
many residents) — taking advantage of
the students by repeatedly serving the
same cycle of subpar food is so unacceptable, it’s borderline criminal.
And could someone tell me, once and
for all, if they’re putting laxatives in our
food?

Dylan Soltis, an English major, is in his first year as
a columnist for The Montclarion.

Alzheimer’s Breakthrough Tracks Disease Spread
Researchers discover progression of degenerative disease

T

states that it sprouts in weakened parts
of the brain and continues to do so, the
other believes it starts in a centralized
location and spreads from there.
In a recent research publication on
the online peer-review journal site plosone.org, researchers from Columbia
University Medical Center have surfaced
with data that seems to support the latter
way of approaching the disease.
In a 22 month long study that mimics
the early development of Alzheimers,
the researchers at CUMC have noted a
spreading of the abnormal tau protein —
one of two proteins associated with the
disease — that stems from the entorhinal
cortex, a part of the brain implicated with
memory, where the protein begins to
develop in people.
They found that the protein spread
along the synapses of the neurons to
other parts of the brain. The progression
follows the progression of Alzheimer
through its various stages.
Along with the tau protein, another
irregular protein is more closely linked

to Alzheimer’s: amyloid. Hitherto, the
center of Alzheimer tests has been on
this protein; PET scanners and imaging
agents have been targeting amyloid but
have ignored tau.
This study may lead to increased
focus on tau, which though appearing
only in the later stages of the disease,
may nonetheless be seminal in the search
for a treatment. The tau protein is also
involved in other kinds of dementia
such as frontotemporal lobe dementia,
Parkinson’s disease and Lewy body disorder.
Along with the new found focus on
tau, imaging devices that can detect entorhinal cortex dysfunction will be particularly helpful in detecting and combating
the disease.
The importance of the findings is that
if treatment of Alzheimers were possible
when it’s first detected in the entorhinal
cortex, then it would prevent the spreading of the disease. Researchers from the
group also suggest that the disease be
treated in a similar manner as cancer,

In regards to “SGA to SDS: You’re
Dechartered”

In regards to “Fine Arts Seeking
Shelter”

In regards to “Bus Gets Burnt”

“It may be beneficial to you and
to SDS members if you came to a
meeting or their table and spoke
with them on why you think it’s
childish. Maybe they will have a
chance to fully explain their beliefs
rather then have them summarized in a quote in a news article.”

“As an art student, that is outrageous, especially concerning the
studio fees. In all the years I’ve
paid studio fees I don’t think it
ever ONCE went back to the class I
was taking. Where does the money
go?”

he vacant
look in a
loved one’s
face as they
try to remember a name is
becoming all
too familiar
to the people
of the world.
		
The
Ethan Fria
Alzheimer’s
Columnist
Association
reported a
whopping 5.4 million people struggle
with the disease in the U.S. alone.
183 billion U.S. dollars have already
been poured into Alzheimer research,
but no treatment has proved effective
thus far in curtailing the disease. Perhaps
this is due to the way the testing has been
conducted.
Two different thoughts on how the
disease spreads have been circulating
within the scientific community: one

				

- Greg Tuttle

“So according to the SDS every
student should be allowed to do
anything they want wherever they
want? Madness. Also childish.
Good luck with that after college,
guys.”
				

- Lolcat

				

- Jess Sims

In regards to “Alpa Sigma Phi Directs
Lawsuit at Student Organizations”

“To me, these students didn’t
meet their requirements to become
a chartered organization at this
school. From what I heard, every
organization that was required to
say yes, said yes. How are they
supposed to sue these organizations that said no?”
				

- Anonymous

“No, what MSU should do is run
more of the “newer” NJ Transitowned buses instead of these old
pieces of s***. How many buses are
sitting vacant next to the Campus’
Police Dept. over by the Red Hawk
Deck? People need jobs, students
need a more efficient means of
transportation and the MSU
administrators can provide both
if they hired more drivers which
would thus, increase running busses and create some jobs for the
victims of our poor economy.”
				

- Chris

In regard to “Polanski’s Carnage is a
Night of Insanity”

“After reading your review,
Kelly, I look forward to seeing the
movie!”
				

Concerning Editorials and Columns

detecting it early in order to mitigate the
long-term effects.
These new studies are shedding light
on the topic of Alzheimers, giving hope
to researchers who have up to this point
been unsuccessful at curing or advancing
treatment. This along with the National
Alzheimer’s Project Act (NAPA), which
was recently signed into law, setting a
deadline for an effective treatment of the
disease for the year 2025.
Now that the researchers have a new
idea about the nature of the disease, they
can begin to target the key factors.
The true impact of CUMC’s research
won’t be discovered until more tests can
be conducted on human brains afflicted
with the disease, but that doesn’t undermine the discovery.
Hopefully, the day will be seen where
the vacant look is a result of pleasant
daydreaming in the golden years of life
and not something more malicious.

Ethan Fria is in his first year as a columnist for The
Montclarion.

In regards to “Students for a Democratic
Society Meet with Cole”

“Well I am sorry you feel that
way. But as far as I know, we are
the only group with the guts to
challenge the administration and
press them on important issues
where as others merely conform
allow the administration to do
whatever the hell they want. It is
not our fault that bureaucratic and
vague responses from administrators accomplish nothing.”
				

- Aldo

In regards to “Hate Messages Targeting
LGBT Students Found”

“How sad I am to read this
article. The MSU I remember never
had this kind of hatred.”
				

- Alum

- Jo Freda

Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue.
Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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Egypt Soccer Riots Hit Close to Home
What the riots can tell us about the future of global politics
Vincent Romagnuolo
columnist

I

n the wake of the civil unrest in the
Middle East over the past year, common
citizens search for a safe-haven where they
can disconnect from the clutches of unruly
revolts and demonstrations along with the
subsequent government retaliation.
This exposure to a violent atmosphere is
put at ease through emotions immersed in
ecstasy reached at social gatherings, specifically sporting events. The specific sport
is one of particular popularity around the
world, soccer (as it’s called in this part of
the western world).
Due in large part to the Egyptian soccer riots that took place this past week
between two rival teams, Al Ahly and
Al Masry in the city of Port Said, it has
become even more apparent that soccer

hooliganism does still exist, and it has
seeped its way into political divides; and
in this case, a country starving for some
political direction.
The mere fact that “die-hard” fans
are able to massacre so many at a soccer
match opens the floodgates to discussion
of what was really the target of this riot?
Are people’s emotions and full-fledged
hatred towards rival teams capable of
evoking such death and harm?
Or was it to send a national message
to the government through the luminous
draw of the beautiful game?
The political situation in Egypt following this disaster has not only battered
the minds and hearts of its citizens but
mechanized another turn of the news
camera on the already vulnerable Middle
Eastern nation.
The draw of this story is potent, especially when the two topics of sport and
politics hits close to home on a not so
farfetched note. With the Super Bowl

having just passed, and an election rapidly
approaching, we can’t help but take notice
regarding the current situation overseas in
Egypt.
Now I didn’t expect Mitt Romney’s
band of Patriot fans to attack New York’s
big blue with rocks and chains in a West
Side Story parking lot throw down, but
the underlying problematic factors of economic hardship and political uncertainty
remained entrenched in the crowd as we
watched from our HD TVs at home.
Maybe the possibility of a unique link
between sports and politics isn’t that
opaque; politicians are always looking for
innovative techniques to engage in some
political sword-rattling that appeals to the
general public.
I am not saying an extreme should ever
be met in the same context as Egypt, but
all eyes will be focused on the motives of
these riots and the ensuing consequences,
both politically and socially.
The sheer obsession that the public has

for sports in this country can most certainly correlate to a positive manipulation of a
political agenda to cater to sports enthusiasts and their political standpoints.
Thus, the Egyptian soccer riots have not
only sadly written another dark chapter
in a country’s history but raised world
awareness once again regarding the political motives of the country.
Egypt has created a perspective through
sports where public interest towards a
country’s political situation can be voiced,
whether violent, as unfortunately seen in
this case, or peaceful.
The brutality experienced in these riots
would never amount to as large of an
outburst here in the states, but the use
of sporting events to awaken Americans
sounds like a crafty way politics can weave
themselves into the public’s hearts.

Vincent Romagnuolo, a history education major, is
in his first year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Susan G. Komen’s Race Against the Care
Foundation puts politics before progress, endangering uninsured

W

hen I
was in fourth
grade,
my
older sister
(who was 17
at the time)
found a lump
on her breast.
I remember
sitting
Alexa coppola
asisstant opinion with her in
the bathroom,
editor
and she was
sobbing, wondering how could she possibly have cancer?
She hadn’t even been to college yet, she
had never been in love or voted or had a
drink at a bar. It couldn’t be her time, she
pleaded, there was still so much of her life
to live.
My mother loaded my sisters and I
into the car and we went to see Jessica at
Planned Parenthood. Jessica met us in the
parking lot, hugged my sister and walked
with her inside, consoling her in part with
reassuring medical facts about the disease
and in part with her maternal nature, an

attribute that cannot be taught or read
about in a medical journal and a key reason as to why my mother loved and relied
on Jessica for many years.
During the mammogram, my mother
and Jessica stood on either side of my sister
and held both her hands while another
technician performed the examination.
This was a pretty bad day, but it was
indeed just a scare. The lump was benign,
but the day would have been far worse
had Jessica not been there to console my
sister and assist my mother. She knew our
family.
When my sister turned 17, she went to
Planned Parenthood with my mom, and
Jessica talked to her about sex in the context of a teenager’s life.
Jessica was who my father called when
he didn’t know how to discuss subjects
concerning sexuality with a house full of
girls. She was our medical specialist and
therapeutic assistant, physical and mental
guidance counselor, and without a doubt
necessary to our family.
To imagine a world where she doesn’t
exist because Planned Parenthood doesn’t
have the proper funding to compensate

their employees is positively frightening.
And Senators Barbera Boxer (D-Ca) and
Kristen Gillbrand (D-NY) would agree.
After the Susan G. Komen Foundation’s
reversal of the decision to cut funding to
Planned Parenthood purely due to public’s protest of the initial, adverse decision,
these governing ladies are finally able to
hear what the people want.
The senators are initiating a bid to
gather one million citizens in defense of
women’s rights and in support of Planned
Parenthood. The movement is called “One
Million Strong for Women.”
The objective is to raise awareness about
women’s rights and about the main function of Planned Parenthood, especially
in the context of lower income societies,
where the organization is incredibly vital.
This is because Planned Parenthood
will provide STD and cancer screenings
without cost for those who make less than
approx. $ 20,000 per year.
They not only provide these services to
those who would probably not otherwise
be able to afford them, but the organization supplies anyone in need with all
different forms of contraception, vaccines,

pregnancy testing, affordable health care
and most importantly, medical and sexual
knowledge.
This is an organization vital to our society and most definitely underappreciated
by those government administrators who
lean to the right.
Whilst their main concern may lie with
abortion prevention and “pro-life interests,” abortion actually counts for about
3 percent of what planned parenthood
caters to.
In 2009, Planned Parenthood’s fact
sheet stated the following: 35 percent
STD screening and treatment, 35 percent
contraception, 16 percent cancer screening/prevention, 10 percent other women’s
health care services, 3 percent abortion
services and 1 percent other.
While these numbers are a reflection of
Planned Parenthood’s priorities, they are
100 percent concerned with sexual awareness and women’s rights.

Alexa Coppola, a fine arts major, is in her first year
as assistant opinions editor for The Montclarion.

THE MONTCLARION MAILBAG
To the Editor:
To address your article on the recent attacks
of hate speech on the LGBTQ community,
Students for a Democratic Society would like
to issue the following statement:
MSU Students for a Democratic Society
fully condemns the hate speech committed
against the LGBTQ community. It is thoughts
and words like those found in the Student
Center that perpetuate oppression in the world
and prove that equality is far from achieved
for the LGBTQ community.
However, we should be careful not to condemn just the individual that committed such
hateful crimes, but more importantly, the society that produces individuals capable of having such thoughts and ideas in their minds.
We therefore issue the following statement
of solidarity:

Until our society teaches everyone to be
tolerant and accepting,
Until our society changes our heterosexist
and homophobic culture and institutions,
Until the LGBTQ community has equal
rights and has received justice for ALL crimes
committed against members of their community,
Until all beings are treated with love and
respect by the institutions that today remain
cold and preoccupied with their reputation,
And until these institutions are concerned
about the lives and safety of all the communities that make up its foundations,
We vow to stand strong with our comrades
in the LGBTQ community.
In Love, Solidarity, and Struggle,
MSU Students for a Democratic Society

To the Editor:
I was very pleased with the recent article
titled “SGA to SDS: You’re Dechartered”.
I thought that it was very clever to structure
the article in such a way that it seemed like a
dialogue between SDS and the SGA.
I had one minor issue with the article
because one fact was not true.
Employees of the Student Center did not
call the police on us because we refused to
give up a table that was reserved for another
organization.
We were in University Hall and we were
told to leave because we did not reserve the
space. No other organization was involved in
the incident.
The reason I had an issue with that specific
part of the article is because it depicted SDS
as a group that bullies our way into tabling
without any respect to other organizations.

The Montclarion Mailbag Policy

If another organization reserved a space we
were using, we would happily give it to them,
we’ve done this before.
If there is empty space that is not reserved,
then we do not see the problem with using it.
Otherwise, I was very happy with the
article.
Sincerely,
Greg Tuttle

All letters must be typed via e-mail and be submitted to The Montclarion by Monday at 9 p.m. Once received, letters or comments are the property of The Montclarion
and Montelican Publishing, Inc. and may be edited for length, content, profanity and libel. No submissions will be printed unless they include the author’s name, year
and major for students, the author’s name and title for non-students or a username for online comments. Only one letter or comment by an author will be printed each
month. Letters and comments must pertain to issues addressed by Montclarion articles that occured in the previous print issue. Letters or comments that advertise for a
business or website will not be printed. Letters must be submitted through e-mail as Microsoft Word documents to
msuopinion@gmail.com.
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Timeless Love Story Still Timeless at Fox

Theater Department performs Romeo and Juliet with passion
Ernest Marateo
Business Manager

The Montclair State theater Department is presenting Shakespeare’s most famous play, Romeo and Juliet,
at the Fox Theater today.
The production is directed by Peter Zazzali, and the
show is absolutely stunning.
The classic tale of love had
and lost still runs strong with
excellent performances by
Tony Knotts as Romeo and
Shannon Sullivan as Juliet.
The story of two starcrossed lovers could not
be portrayed any better. A
solid cast of some of Montclair State’s best actors
has made Romeo and Juliet a must see for anyone.
The production value for
the show is Broadway worthy from its lighting, live
composition, and outstanding performances from its
supporting cast. The level of
drama derived from its actors
is more than commendable
to any theater enthusiast.
An excellent job has been
done by fight choreographer
Dan Renkin for epic and
heart-jolting fight scenes.
The most notable fight scene
between Mercutio (Allehondro Hernandez) and Tybalt (Tony Knotts) will keep
you on the edge of your seat.
Hernandez’s performance
was incredibly fluid in his
recitation of some of Shakespeare’s greatest lines, and

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia.

Romeo and Juliet gets new life at Fox Theatre.

his portrayal of Mercutio’s
death leaves you breathless.
The emotion of this cast
makes you forget you are
watching a staged production at times. They reenact
the gripping acts of this turbulent love affair brilliantly.
The costume design leaves
for a more modernized interpretation and adds to the
timelessness of the tale of
young, hopeless love. The
music is performed by a live
band with impeccable tim-

ing, adding pivotal moods to
intense scenes. The lighting
was spotty at times. However, the crew really picked up
during crucial scenes such
as the epic suicide of Romeo
and Juliet, which was masterfully portrayed by Knotts
and Sullivan. The production
team has a professional tone,
which really amplifies the
performances by the actors.
The Montclair State University theater Program is arguably one of the most over-

looked features at MSU. Yet
the level of talent truly shows
how the MSU theater department is among the best acting programs in the country.
Romeo and Juliet plays at
the Fox Theater on the Montclair State University Campus at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 9,
10, 11 and 12 with free admission for students and a
fee of $15 for non-students.
Get a little more cultured and watch this show.

Ernest’s Grade:
4 out of 5

Weekly
Artist Spotlight
Rashard Bradshaw
Asst. Arts Editor

Rashard Bradshaw
Asst. Arts Editor
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Azari and III: Who says HOUSE is dead?
Azari and III, a Canadian
quartet, produces pulsating
dance tracks that are eerily
reminiscent of the underground New York club scene
of the early 90s. In a time
where music is filled with
personal agendas and satanic propaganda, this group
reminds us what music is
all about: the dance floor.
With songs that infuse
house beats with ethereal vocals, Azari and III are a multicultural tribe at the forefront of the downtown New
York electro scene. Starving Yet Full, an Afrocentric
slender man with an almost
regal presence, contributes

the smooth, smoky vocals
on tracks like “Manic” and
“Hungry for the Power.”
His vocals are combated
with the rough and sometimes sadistic growls of
backup vocalist Fritz Helder,
who usually is seen wearing wigs of various lengths
and colors. DJs Dinamo
Azari and Alixander III accompany the two, rounding
out the artistic group that
always delivers a deep mes,
sage in their trancy tunes.
Their tunes are built
with
real-time
vocals
along with guitars, pianos, synthesizers and bass.
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Video of the Week:
M.I.A.’s “Bad Girls”
Rapper M.I.A. steps back on
the music scene in a major
way with the release of “Bad
Girls,” her first single off her
fourth studio album, due out
this summer. The Moroccan
desert is a brilliant backdrop
for her flock of dancing beauties garbed in graphic burkas
& stunning BMW vehicular antics! M.I.A. proves yet
again why she is mainstream
music’s best-kept secret.

Got an artist that you want
featured in The Hype?
Email us at
msuarts@gmail.com!

!
Azealia
Banks: Rap’s Rapunzel

This year is definitely
the year of the female MC!
There is no denying that
since the success of New
York rapper Nicki Minaj,
an array of female fire spitters have been receiving
some major viral circulation.
Newcomers
like
Brianna the YRB, Maluca
Mala, Rye Rye and Lola
Monroe have been giving
the fellas in the game some
competition, but no one
on the roster has stuck out
more than Azealia Banks.
Since the video for her single “212” dropped, this power puff (with a potty mouth)

has been gaining some major
press in the underground and
high fashion world. Recently,
Banks performed for Karl
Lagerfeld, head designer for
Chanel, at his private estate.
Her second video for her
next single “Liquorice” is
much anticipated solidifying Banks as the female rapper/singer to watch out for,
no disrespect to Minaj or
her super Barbie fan base.
Banks is definitely cementing her own lane in the
music game, proving that
there is room in hip-hop for
more than one female MC.

!
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Maccabees Deliver Tantric, Electro-Indie Vibes
Given to the Wild is an unexpected joy

The Maccabees ‘ Given To The Wild is surprisingly deep.

Kelly McGeary
Staff Writer

Picture this: you’re alone and
outside in a cool, dark forest in the
middle of the night. It is peaceful
and mysteriously serene as you gaze
through countless tree branches to
the night sky and into a deep, indigo
sky scattered with stars. Now, what
do you hear through the darkness?
I hear the tantric, electro-indie pop
rock sound of the new Maccabees
album, Given to the Wild.
For the third album for the Londonbased group, the Maccabees
have fine-tuned their punchy, indie-

rock sound to cultivate this intriguing new album. The album has taken
a sharp and direct turn from their
usual sound. In fact, the two minute
instrumental prelude, “Given to the
Wild (intro),” draws in the listener
in a completely different manner
than in their first two albums. The
hypnotic electronic sound softly
and smoothly sets the mood and
leaves you wondering what the
hell will happen next. This strange
calm-before-the-storm opener
transitions right into “Child,” which
elaborates on the prelude, adding
clear vocals to round out the full
electro-symphonic sound. Upon

Photo courtesy of kovideo.net

hearing the first few songs, I wondered if I would grow bored of the
tantalizing and tantric noise paired
with pop-rock percussion, but I was
thoroughly impressed by the variety
of the album. The boys incorporate
intricate time signatures, catchy
melodies, addictive gang vocals and
unexpected instrumental, which add
an interesting yet unconventional
quirk to their indie-punk sound.
Highlights from the album include
“Ayla,” which features a fantastic
arpeggiated piano introduction
paired with a simple but epic set and
trumpet feature, “Pelican,” which
was the album’s debut single back in

December.
While listening to Given to the
Wild for the first time, I experienced
something very strange. Coming
from a hard day of writing, working
and epic adventuring, I fell asleep
with my head next to my laptop
and the music filling my ears. The
music on the album quickly turned
into the soundtrack that narrated my
dreams, leading to quite an interesting and fast-paced journey. Yet,
this trippy dream sequence seemed
extremely fitting in correlation to the
Maccabee sound.
No, I am not gushing about hearing British boy bands in my dreams,
but I am merely referring to the
dreamy, psychedelic sound quality
that the album possesses.
I highly recommend this album to
all indie-rock lovers who are looking
for a fix of the melodically unorthodox. I did not expect to enjoy the
synthesized sounds of the Maccabees but was extremely pleased with
its balance between electronic sound
and elements of indie-rock with a
touch of tantric eclecticism.

Kelly’s Grade:
4 out of 5 Stars
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Fans Ignore
a Giant Threat
Nick Taylor
Assistant Copy Editor

On Sunday night, I was at a friend’s
apartment in Harlem watching the triumphant victory of the New York Giants with a room full of fans, jumping,
hugging and high-fiving each other.
I jump now to the Upper East
Side, where my father was leaving
happily from a different, higherend party. According to my father,
he was sitting in the 96th Street station waiting for an uptown six train.
A man on the platform, tragically decked out in Patriots merchandise, said, “The Patriots won.”
My dad replied with, “No. The
Giants won. How could you say
that?” “They cheated. They hurt
Tom Brady.” My father, with a sarcastic tone, said, “This is football!”
This exchange of dialogue reminded me of when the Giants ran
over the Philadelphia Eagles 29-16 in
week three of this season. In the second half of the game, defensive tackle
Chris Canty smacked the ball out of
quarterback Michael Vick’s hand so
hard that it was thought to be broken.
Following the game, a sulking
Vick kept saying “I didn’t see no
flag.” Little did ESPN cover Victor Cruz’s breakout performance,
but more on the excessive hype of
the Eagles’ “Dream Team” and why
they lost to their most hostile rivals.
The New York Giants have
only had one Super Bowl in which
they were favored by Vegas: their
first Super Bowl in 1987, from the
immortality of Phil Simms. Since
then, the Giants have been overshadowed by their opponents.
When people talk about Super
Bowl XXV in 1991, they don’t talk
about how well both teams played,

Sports 20

resulting in the only one-point victory so far recorded in the Super
Bowl. No, they talk about the Buffalo
Bills’ Scott Norwood, the placekicker
who went wide right in an improbable 47-yard field goal that would
have propelled them to victory.
Almost all odds in Super Bowl
XLII in 2008 were on the New England Patriots, on their way to becoming the second team ever to have a
flawless season. The NFC Playoffs
leading to that game had all four analysts on Fox Sports favor the Patriots. The only nod the Giants received
was from comedian Frank Caliendo.
Of course, Super Bowl XXXV is not
discussed around here. Everybody favored the Ravens on that one, anyway.
I only bring this whole ordeal up because the day after the Giants’ nailbiting victory, the only thing Yahoo!,
Jay Leno and the analysts on ESPN
have talked about are how the Patriots lost. All anyone can talk about is
the Hail Mary pass to the end zone
in the last two seconds of the game.
All ESPN talked about was how Pats
tight-end Rob Gronkowski almost
caught it, even though it bounced off
the ground before he could see it. But
what’s this? Tom Brady’s trophy wife,
Gisele Bündchen, is screaming at the
Pats’ wide receivers for not catching
the ball? Why is this so surprising?
Thousands of Patriots fans had to
have been doing the exact same thing.
The Giants’ presence in the NFC
East is probably why they are ignored.
After all, for some illogical reason, the
Dallas Cowboys, “America’s Team,”
are in the same division, with their
behemoth stadium and five Super
Bowl rings. If the Giants get another
ring in the near future, they should
be ignored no more. Hopefully, next
time they are in the Super Bowl, they
won’t be facing the Patriots again.

Hockey Falls to
Boston College
Steve Ricci
Staff Writer

When the Red Hawks (4-6-3)
score three or more goals in a
game, their record shows they are
a strong team to face. They have
nine wins, three losses and two ties
with a total of 20 points in 15 games.
This was not the case when they
took a five-hour road trip up to
Boston College to face the Eagles
last Saturday. Montclair State University’s defense did not seem to
be on its game and took a long trip
home thinking about their 5-3 loss.
After Brian Manning scored his
first goal of the year to give the Red
Hawks an early 1-0 lead at the 13minute mark in the first period, the
defense seemed to shut down and
the Eagles’ offense took advantage.
Boston College scored a late goal
with three minutes remaining in the
first to tie it and took full control of
the game in the second. With three
straight goals and four unanswered,
the Eagles took a 4-1 lead into the
third. With only 32 seconds passing
in the third, captain John Tully put the
puck past BC goalie Ryan Polischuk
to pull the Red Hawks within two.
Another goal by the Eagles midway through the third all but sealed
the deal even though Nick Lieback put in a stats goal, as we like
to call it, making the final score
5-3 in favor of Boston College.
The Red Hawks only have two
games left in the regular season.
Montclair State is set to go on the
road to face New York University
on Friday, Feb. 10 followed by a
home game against Northeastern
University on Saturday, Feb. 11.
The Red Hawks are currently

tied for fifth place in the SECHL
with New York University. Last time
the two teams met on the ice, NYU
walked out of Floyd Hall with a
5-4 win over MSU. The Red Hawks
plan on going to NYU and avenging their loss earlier in the season.

Remaining Schedule
2/10 8:30 pm @ NYU
2/11 9:10 pm vs. NU
Honorable Mentions
(L) BC 5, MSU 3
John Tully — 1 goals
Nick Lieback — 1 goal
Brian Manning — 1 goal
Tyler Timek — 1 assist
Cody Inglis — 1 assist
Albert Abaunza — 1 assist
Joseph Redmond — 1 assist
Michael Philpott— 1 assist

2011-12 Stats
Record: 10-9-4
Cody Inglis — 16 G, 14 A
Albert Abaunza — 8 G, 14 A
Nick Lieback — 6 G, 12 A
Doug Kubek — 2 G, 13 A
Joseph Redmond — 7 G, 7 A
Tyler Timek — 6 G, 8 A
John Tully — 6 G, 7 A
Sean Mertens— 7 G, 5 A
Thomas Lindquist — 6 G, 6 A
Robert Hayden —1 G, 10 A
Kevin Fox —763 saves
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August Burns Red

Sports 21

Andrew August has helped lead MSU with over 20 points per game
Nick Patriarca
Staff Writer

The Montclair State men’s basketball team is led by senior forward
captain Andrew August. Hailing
from Bridgewater, New Jersey, August found his passion for basketball at the age of seven by playing
one-on-one games with his brother.
In his youth, he also excelled at other
sports, such as baseball, football and
lacrosse, but basketball was always his
passion. He started playing organized
recreational basketball in fourth grade.
August’s mother has been the biggest influence on his life. “My mother never pushed me into sports,”
August said. “But she has always
been by my side, and has always
been there to give good advice.”
After graduating from Bridgewater-Raritan High School, August
began his collegiate career at Felician College, where he helped lead
the team to a conference title and
an appearance in the third round of
the NCAA Division II tournament.
However, his career took a negative turn when a coaching change at
Felician forced him to take his talents
elsewhere. He didn’t need to look very
far to find a home right here at Montclair State University where he has
become a Division III basketball star.
August had a hugely successful first
season as a Red Hawk, averaging 15.8
points and 7.4 rebounds per game,
leading the Red Hawks to the NJAC
tournament championship game.
As a result of his success, he was
named to the NABC regional alldistrict second team, the D3Hoops.
com Atlantic region second team,
the MBWA all-metro team and first

team all-NJAC. August has continued
to make an impact as a leader of the
Red Hawks in the 2011-2012 season.
He was recently named January’s Small College Player of the
Month by NJHoops.com, averaging
21.6 points, 8.1 rebounds and 3.6
assists per game, leading the Red
Hawks to a record of 5-2 in January.
The Red Hawks are currently
fourth in the NJAC-North and will
begin their push toward a conference tournament title on Feb. 18.
One of August’s fondest memories of his career at MSU came during a tournament in Rochester last
season where he was named tournament MVP. However, what made the
tournament so memorable for him
is not what happened on the court,
but how it almost didn’t happen.
He and a teammate never got the
message telling them what color jersey to wear for the game and arrived
at the arena with the wrong uniform.
They had to rush to take the bus back
to their hotel and make it back to the
arena with the correct uniform just in
time for the game. August went on to
be named tournament MVP in what
was surely a memorable experience.
Off the court, August describes
himself as a “laid-back person”
who enjoys hanging out with
his girlfriend and kicking back
with his friends at the Village.
He is a communication studies major with a concentration in
speech communication. He dreams
of getting involved in sports media and being on TV. His dream
job is to work on SportsCenter.
As the NJAC conference tournament approaches, August says win-

Photo Courtesy of Sports Information

August has had an outstanding season so far. August has scored 488 points, an
average of 21.2 per game and has recorded nine rebounds per game.

ning the NJAC “would mean the
world to me; words couldn’t describe
it.” August finds his motivation from

the feeling of losing in the championship game. “Winning would
be the icing on the cake,” he says.

Red Hawks Still Playing Strong

Montclair State attempts to end season with three-game win streak
Nick Verhagen
Assistant Sports Editor

The women’s basketball team
did not let last Wednesday’s close
loss to William Paterson get to them.
The Red Hawks were able to narrowly beat Rutgers-Newark in another close match by a score of 58-51.
“It’s been about two-and-a-half
months since we played them last,”
said coach Karin Harvey. “My team has
gotten better in every aspect since November. Our game plan has remained
the same; we have just gotten better
at executing what we want to do.”
The team was lead by freshman
forward Melissa Tobie, junior forward Taylor Jeffers and freshman
guard Janitza Aquino. The three combined for 42 points and 24 rebounds.
Even though the Red Hawks were
in control for a majority of the first
half, Rutgers-Newark was able to
keep the game close. After RutgersNewark took a 9-6 lead, the Red
Hawks went on a 6-0 run and maintained a lead until the half. Montclair
State finished the first half up 31-22.
Throughout the second half, the
Red Hawks fought to stay on top.
With 10 minutes left in regulation, the
Red Hawks only had a three-point
lead. Montclair State finished strong
and defeated Rutgers-Newark 58-51.
Three days prior, the Red Hawks
went up against the first place Pioneers of William Paterson University. The two teams met earlier in
the year in a match that pushed both
teams to the limit; the Pioneers were
able to edge out the Red Hawks by
one point for a final score of 62-61.
Montclair State University was determined to end this game with a different result. Unfortunately, the Red
Hawks lost 58-53, but they definitely
did not make it easy for the Pioneers.
Not only did the Red Hawks go

Photo Courtesy of Sports Information

Theresa Towns pushes down court during a 70-51 win over SUNY New Paltz. Towns is currently averaging 10.3 points per
game and leads the team with 54 steals.
into the half up 29-28, but they also
lead during a large portion of the
second half. William Paterson managed to kick it into high gear during the final minutes of play. With
four minutes left in regulation, the
Pioneers started to chip away at the
Red Hawk lead and eventually overtake Montclair State by one point
with one minute left in the game.
With 30 seconds left, Tobie made
the score 54-53 and cut the Pio-

neer lead to one point. The Pioneers were able to score four more
points after a layup and two free
throws for the final margin of 58-53.
The Red Hawks won their second straight game on Wednesday,
Feb. 8 against NJCU in a 70-42 rout.
The team was lead by Tobie, Jeffers, and senior guard Jaime Ericson. The three combined for 40
points, 16 rebounds and eight assists.
The first five minutes of regulation,

the game looked like it was going to
be close but during every minute after that, the Red Hawks spent that
time increasing their lead over NJCU.
The crucial win gives the Red
Hawks a chance to jump into second
place in the NJAC North division.
The Red Hawks will end their
regular season with an away
game against Rampo College.
Last time the two schools met,
MSU defeated Ramapo 67-51.
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Question of the Week

sports

23

Men’s Basketball

Does Winning a Championship Put more Pressure on a Team for the Next Season?
Nick Patriarca
Staff Writer

Nick Verhagen
Assistant Sports Editor

Jay Hrina
Assistant Sports Editor

I don’t think winning a
championship puts more pressure
on a team. I think it raises their
confidence. However, it gives
other teams an increased drive
to beat them next season. Every
team that plays the Giants next
season will have that game circled
on their calendar, especially division rivals who now have more
reason to raise the level of intensity. Winning a championship puts
a target on your back, but it also
gives a team that added swagger.

When you win a championship, it makes you the team to
beat. Everybody will be going after you. Nothing bothers a team
more than seeing another team
win multiple titles in a row. The
Green Bay Packers had a shot at
winning another title and almost
had a perfect season. Teams are
always out to avenge a loss that
ruined their shot at the title. After winning the big game, you
put a huge target on your back.

Of course it does. Everyone wants what you just earned: a
championship. They yearn for the
respect and celebrity that comes
with such a huge victory. Teams are
going to base their off-season and
regular season results off of what
you have accomplished. You’ve
set the pace for next season. Teams
will pride themselves in taking
down the champion and will play
their game against you with much
more intensity because every team
plays the game for that top spot.

		

North
WPU

Overall

9-2

19 - 3

NJCU

6-4

16 - 5

RU-Newark

6-4

13 - 9

MSU

6-5

16 - 7

Ramapo

6-5

15 - 7

Stockton

9-1

15 - 7

Rowan

4-7

10 - 12

Kean

4-7

5 - 18

TCNJ

2-9

8 - 15

RU-Camden

1-9

4 - 18

South

This Week
2/4 vs. Rutgers-Newark
2/15 @ Ramapo

1 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Last Week
2/1 WPU 83, MSU 70
2/4 RU-Newark 83, MSU 71

Who’s Hot This Week
Joseph Berry
Sophomore — Men’s Swimming & Diving
Berry had an outstanding day on when the Red Hawks
beat the Pioneers 157.5-128.5. Berry won both the 500
and 1000 meter freestyle events with times of 4:59.20
and 10:23.33. Berry finished the day with a winning
time of 1:48.87 in the 200 meter freestyle.

NJAC

Women’s Basketball
		
NORTH

NJAC

Overall

WPU

10 - 1

21 - 1

RU-Newark

6-4

15 - 6

MSU

7-5

17 - 7

Ramapo

5-6

14 - 8

NJCU

0 - 11

4 - 18

Kean

11 - 1

20 - 4

TCNJ

8-4

16 - 8

Stockton

4-6

13 - 9

RU-Camden

2-8

13 - 9

Rowan

2-9

8 - 14

SOUTH

This Week
2/15 vs. Ramapo

5:30 p.m.

Last Week
2/4 MSU 58, RU-Newark 51

Kelsie Donahue
Sophomore — Women’s Swimming & Diving
Donahue recorded 33 total points in three individual
wins Saturdy’s 158-121 victory over William Paterson
University. Donahue won both the 100 and 200 meter
backstroke events with times of 1:04.78 and 2:19.97.
Donahue also finished in first during the 500 meter
freestyle with a time a 5:38.29.

Swimming & Diving
		
MEN’S

NJAC

Overall

TCNJ

4-0

9-1

Rowan

3-1

6-1

Ramapo

2-2

4-1

WPU

1-3

5-8

MSU

0-4

8-6

TCNJ

4-0

8-2

Rowan

3-1

6-1

MSU 		

2-2

5-6

Ramapo		

1-3

1-5

WPU

0-4

9-6

WOMEN’S

This Week

Game of the Week

Last Week
2/4 vs. WPU
Men - MSU 157.5, WPU 128.5
Women - MSU 158, WPU 121

Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, Feb. 15 @ 7:30 p.m.

Ice Hockey

@ Ramapo
The Red Hawks will face NJAC
North rival, Ramapo, in a battle
for fourth place. The Roadrunners currently have the same
conference record as the Red
Hawks (6-5), but are one game
back due to overall standings.

SECHL

Overall

WPU

9-2-2

17 - 6 - 2

Siena

9-2-2

14 - 4 - 4

CCSU

7-4-1

16 - 8 - 2

UNH

6-4-2

11 - 10 - 3

NYU

5-5-1

13 - 7 - 2

MSU

4-6-3

10 - 9 - 4

Marist

4-7-1

10 - 8 - 2

WCSU

1 - 13 - 0

4 - 16 - 1

2/10 @ NYU

This Week

Last Week
2/4 BC 5, MSU 3

8:30 p.m.

Hockey falls to Boston
College
p. 20

Check out TheMontclarion.org
on Monday for Recaps of this
Weekend’s Games
MontclarionSports@gmail.com

Women’s basketball looks
to finish season strong
					

p. 21

Man, oh Man, oh Manning

Eli Manning named Super Bowl MVP for the second time in the last four years
Jay Hrina
Assistant Sports Editor

Maybe it’s because Tom Brady
doesn’t mind giving the Giants a twopoint head start or his sudden knack
at missing wide-open receivers, but
Brady isn’t the magician he once was.
That unbeatable aura that intimidated every opponent facing the Patriots has vanished and now belongs to
the world champion New York Giants.
Even with one of the greatest
quarterbacks and the assistance
of the second-best receiver of all
time, Randy Moss, the Patriots have
only been able to muster one win
against the current Giants regime.
The Giants nearly ended the Patriots’ perfect season during the 2007
regular season finale, but fell short
with a 38-35 final score. Eli Manning
and Tom Coughlin could have been
4-0 against the Patriots, but the Patriots were destined for perfection and
were in love with the fact that the Giants were the only team standing in
the way of winning the Super Bowl.
They underestimated the Giants
and their inability to take them down
may have inadvertently given Manning, and most likely Coughlin, a
spot in the hall of fame. Scratch that;
Manning and Coughlin earned their
way into the hall of fame and left the
world wondering why no other team
could stop the Patriots like they can.
The Patriots can certainly call the
Giants their daddies. It’s easy to
see why. When the Patriots make
mistakes, it leads to the Giants
scoring points and when the Giants make mistakes, it also leads
to them scoring points- see Ahmad
Bradshaw’s
sitting
touchdown.
Manning’s accuracy is flawless,
though the fact that his receivers hold
onto the ball doesn’t hurt. He threw
a perfect pass to Mario Manningham,
who made a spectacular catch that
set the Giants up for a huge drive.
New England can’t compare. Aaron
Hernandez, Wes Welker and Deion
Branch all had key drops for the Patriots, all of which came at the worst
time (it’s only half Welker’s fault).
Madonna nearly fell on stage and
M.I.A. flipped off the nation during the halftime show, but those
weren’t the only things that were
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After winning Super Bowl XLII 17-14 against New England four years ago, the Giants beat the Patriots 21-17 in another lastminute showdown. The victory gives New York its fourth Super Bowl win.

Giants Honorable Mentions
Eli Manning — (30/40), 296 yds, 7.4 avg, 1 TD
Ahmad Bradshaw — 17 carries, 74 yds, 4.2 avg, 1 TD
Hakeem Nick — 10 receptions, 109 yds, 10.9 avg

Patriots Honorable Mentions
Tom Brady — (27/41), 276 yds, 6.7 avg, 2 TD, 1 INT
BenJarvus Green-Ellis — 10 carries, 44 yds, 4.4 avg
Aaron Hernandez — 8 receptions, 67 yds, 8.4 avg, 1 TD
fragile during this game. Brady was
sacked once near the end of the
third quarter and there were questions whether he hurt his shoulder.
Manning takes shot after shot in
the pocket and pops back up as if
it’s routine. No one questions his
toughness or his competitiveness.
Though, to his credit, Brady didn’t

publicly complain after the game,
but that’s why he has his wife.
Brady “can’t pass and catch the ball at
the same time,” Brazilian model, Giselle Bundchen, said after the game.
Clearly, she showed everyone
why she makes her money with her
body and not her mouth. While she
does have a subtle point, no one has

had a better legacy than Tom Brady.
But that’s how these spoiled, selfish
people think. It’s as if she’s never
seen her husband make a mistake.
Last Sunday was a way for everyone
associated with the Patriots organization to fall back down to Earth.
This is what it’s like to be mortal.
It’s a lot worse than being a Giant.

